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                This activity promotes development and learning by encouraging children to demonstrate an understanding of shapes, spatial sense, and patterns.


Materials Needed:




	Toothpicks or straws (cut the straws into a variety of lengths)
	Play dough, marshmallows, or another pliable material
	Paper
	Writing materials

Participants: This activity is intended for adult/child interaction.


Directions:

	Show your child how to make one-dimensional shapes by inserting the toothpicks into balls of play dough or marshmallows. Now try making three dimensional shapes. Older children can build more complex structures, such as bridges or towers. (Do not offer toothpicks to younger children.)
	Get creative. Use these building materials to make patterns or offer a building challenge. “How long or high can you make your structure?”
	Place your structures in an area with natural light or under a lamp. Notice the shadow cast by the structure. Trace it on a piece of paper.
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                                Bright Horizons

                                Bright Horizons

                            

                        

                            
                                In 1986, our founders saw that child care was an enormous obstacle for working parents. On-site centers became one way we responded to help employees – and organizations -- work better.

Today we offer child care, elder care, and help for education and careers -- tools used by more than 1,000 of the world’s top employers and that power many of the world's best brands
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                Looking for Child Care?

                Bright Horizons child care centers have been supporting children and parents for more than 30 years. Designed by experts; facilitated by educators; created with working parents in mind – our centers are a place for children to discover skills and become confident learners for life.

                
                    Find a Center
                

            
        

    



 
                

            

        

    


    


    
        


        

            Recommended for you


            

                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: toys, books for toddlers]
                                
                                
                                    Article

                                    Educational Toys and Books for Toddlers

                                    	joy of childhood
	Play


                                

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: millennial employees]
                                
                                
                                    Blog

                                    November HR News Roundup

                                    	Recruitment and Retention
	company culture


                                

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]
                                
                                
                                    Blog

                                    You've Got Mail: Is a Postcard-Sized FAFSA Best for Working Parents?

                                    	financial wellness
	college advising


                                

                        



                
                    We have a library of resources for you about all kinds of topics like this!
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